
with a specific purpose.  I 

decided I was going to have 

more signs in my yard than 

the guy across the street had 

in his yard.  Although my 

neighbor didn’t know he was 

in a contest, I won. 

 

Our yard-full of signs has 

served as the prompt for   

several conversations about 

the importance of elections 

and has given me an         

opportunity to let people 

know why I stand where I 

stand.  Planting those signs is 

a relatively small act, but I 

choose to believe that the 

message it sends is            

significant. 

 

This election season, I invite 

you to join me in “The Great 

Sign Contest.” 

The Great Sign Contest  

How Do I Get a Sign? 

MSCF MinuteMSCF MinuteMSCF Minute   

It’s the time of the year when 

you’re being inundated with 

messages, including messages 

from MSCF, about the      

upcoming election and the 

importance of your           

participation in it.  Much of 

the urgency in the messages is 

about the tight nature of many 

races.  Here’s a great link to a 

Minn Post article that        

captures, from one            

perspective, the current state 

of all house races statewide: 

http://www.minnpost.com/

data/2014/09/minnesotas-

most-competitive-house-

districts. 

 

When key races are this tight, 

everything we choose to do 

(or not do) makes a           

difference.  Those of you who 

have heard me speak on this 

topic have heard me say, “Do 

something, do anything.”  Our 

legislative committee has 

been more specific with their 

recommendations.  They’ve 

encouraged you to talk with 

your friends and family about 

the election, to donate a    

couple hours each month to a 

campaign, to participate in the 

MSCF Sawbuck Club, to 

make your PCR donation, to 

host a candidate event on your 

campus, and to partner with 

students to get out the vote, 

amongst others. 

 

One of the things I’ve chosen 

to do over the years is engage 

in what I’ve come to call 

“The Great Sign Contest.”  A 

little history might be in order 

here.  I live in a neighborhood 

where the prevailing political 

sentiment is on the opposite 

end of the spectrum from me.  

This means there are lawn 

signs all over the neighbor-

hood supporting the          

opponents of the candidates I 

favor.  As luck would have it, 

many of those signs appear in 

the lawn of my neighbor 

across the street.  I’ve always 

had signs in my lawn in    

support of candidates I favor, 

but a couple years ago I    

decided to approach the effort 

Contact information for all state house candidates is found on this website:                              

http://www.cfboard.state.mn.us/campfin/candleg.html.  All you need to do is click on the          

candidate name to find a phone number to call or a website to visit to request a sign.  Please make 

that call or visit that website today. 
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